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MEETING 2

Dawn of
the Aegean

Five things today

The Aegean World

The Bronze Age Aegean

The Minoans

The Coming of the Greeks

Collapse of the Bronze Age

Questions about whatever
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website:
markbwilson.com

email:
mark.wilson@lehman.cuny.edu

The Aegean world
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Grain, grapes, and olives




9/2/24

The Bronze Age Aegean

The Aegean in the Bronze Age
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Cycladigc.civilization

The Minoans




9/2/24

Minoan Crete

Minoan Crete

Palaces sites.

Country houses

Bmbs o cther settiements
Sacred caves

Mountain sanctuaries
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Peak sanctuaries
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Linear A

Palace-cities
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Bronze Age economy

Rival trade empires of the Bronze Age
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The coming of the Greeks
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Indo-European culture

* Decentralized

* Nonurban

* Tribal

* Pastoral
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Indo-European migrations
g

g

PIE Root Word  Wiggon Part Dawgheer Languages

Kek"los (wheel) Ol Norse bwel ‘wheel'; Od Frnglish hweohl ‘wheel’;
Middle Dutch wiel ‘Wheel’; Acestan Iranian Caxtra
‘wheel’; Ol Indic cakrk ‘wheel, Sun disc’; Greek kuklos
‘circle”and kakla (phural) ‘wheeld'; Tacharian A kukal

‘wagon'; Tocharian B kokale ‘wagoe

*moe-ch, (wheel) W Irish roth ‘wheel’; Wielsb rhod ‘wheel'; Latin rota

wheel; Old High German rad ‘wheel; Lir

‘wheel; Lateian rats ‘wheel' snd rati (plural) ‘w

Albanian rreth ‘ring, hoop, carriage tire', Avestun
Iranian ratha ‘chariot, wagon'; Ol Indic ritha ‘charioe,

. wagod

*aks-, oe (ade)  Latin axis ‘wle, xxiv’; Ol English cax ‘sle’; Old High

Prussian assis ‘nde

German "h ek's- shsa ‘mile’; O

Lithuanian aiis ‘wde’; Old Church Slevernic osi ‘nile’;

Mycemacan Greek a-ko-so-ne ‘axe’; OMd Indic dks"a
e’

“wégheti (ride)  Welsh amweain ‘drive about’; Latin vehd beas, convey';
Old Norse vega bring, move'; Old High German wegan

move, weigh'; Lithuamian veti drive’; 04 Church

Slavemic vezq ‘drive’; Avestan Irawian vazaith ‘trans-
poets, lgads’; OU Indsc wihati ‘e

coaveyy'. Derivative nouns have the meaning
in Greek, Old Irish, Welsd, Oid High German, snd Old

Indigenous vs. Indo-European Greek

+ Maritime terms, words for the sea, shipping
* (e.g. 8dhacoa thalossa "sea”)

* Words relating to Mediterranean agriculture
* (e.. Féhala weldia "olive”, Gpmehog ampelos “vine™)

* Words regarding rulers, given by the populace

+ (e.q. Topavos tyrannos “tyrant’; Favag wanax “warrior-king)

Building technology
* (eg. mopyos pyrgos “tower’)

+ Personal names and theonyms
* (e.g. O8uoosbs Odysseus)
* (e.g. Epuiig Hermes)

+ Place names

+ -nth- (e.g. Képwbog Korinthos, Zéuvbog Zakynthos)
+ -5 (eg. Napvacads Pamassos)
+ -t (e.g. AuxapnTTss Lykabettos)
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Mycenaean Greeks,

*
Whoss...,
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Mycenaean warfare

* Defensive battlements

* Battle chariot

* Armor
* Tusk helmets, bronze plate armor (officers)
= Leather and linen (soldiers)

+ Ox hide and wood shields

+ Bronze swords and daggers

+ Bronze-tipped thrusting spears

* Light javelins

* Longbows

* Slings
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Lion Gate at Mycenae
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“Treasury. oﬁAlre,u_M
7 Lo

o Pitane

Mycenaean Period, 1400-1100 BCE

W Palaces; important fortresses

® Mycenaean settlements
Expansion of Mycenacan influence
14001300 BCE)

Knossos
Tart e SR
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The collapse of the Bronze Age
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Names mentioned in this and
similar Hittite treaties include

= Ahhiyawa (Achaeans)
= Drdny (Dardanians?)
= Wilusa (llios)

- Danaja (Danaans)
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The Trojan War
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X St ety gt mades (W dle)

.
; Susy Tuws ¥ Cities that were sacked
o Citbes that survived the collapse
Memptis® I Vyoenaean Cuul ieea
T et Empae
EGYPTIANS Egptn New Enpdsm

52

“Period of Calamities”
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