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History of 
Ancient Greece
F A L L  2 0 2 4

Sparta and the 
Art of War

• Panhellenism

• The Peloponnese

• The Spartan system

• Spartan women

• The Spartan mirage
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Five things today

Panhellenism

The Peloponnese

The Spartan system

Spartan women

The Spartan mirage
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Upcoming dates

• Thursday, October 3 No class meeting

• Monday, October 14 Proposal due

• Sunday, September 29 This week’s online response post due
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Responses
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Quiz #2: Archaic Greece
1 . H e sio d ’s  p o e try  is  n o ta b le  fo r its

a . ly ric s  a b o u t u n re q u ite d  lo v e

b . a n ti-a risto c ra tic  p o in t o f v ie w  re fle c tin g  th e  liv e s  o f o rd in a ry  p e o p le

c . c e le b ra tio n  o f th e  g re a t fe a ts  o f h e ro e s

d . re je c tio n  o f a n y  fo rm  o f g ra m m a r o r sy n ta x

2 . A  p o lis , o r  G re e k  c ity -sta te , c o n sists  o f a ll o f th e  fo llo w in g  E X C E P T :

a . A  c ity  a n d  its  a d ja c e n t te rrito ry  m a k in g  u p  a  s in g le , se lf-g o v e rn in g  

p o litic a l u n it

b . A  c o u n c il o f e ld e rs  (a risto i) a n d  a n  a sse m b ly  o f m e n  o f fig h tin g  a g e  

(d e m o s)

c . A  sm a ll n u m b e r o f c itiz e n -g o a ts  u se d  fo r sa c rific e s

d . T h e  g o v e rn in g  ro le  o f th e  k in g /c h ie fta in  (b a sile u s) is  n o rm a lly  

re p la c e d  b y  a  c o u n c il o f a risto c ra ts  (o lig a rc h y  o r a risto c ra c y )

3 . A ll o f th e  fo llo w in g  a re  tru e  o f th e  re v o lu tio n a ry  fo rm  o f fig h tin g  k n o w n  

a s  h o p lite  w a rfa re  E X C E P T :

a . A ll c itiz e n s w e re  in c lu d e d ; if  y o u  c o u ld n ’t a ffo rd  y o u r e q u ip m e n t it 

w o u ld  b e  g iv e n  to  y o u  

b . H o p lite s  w e re  h e a v ily  a rm o re d  fo o tso ld ie rs

c . T h e y  w e re  a rra n g e d  in  a  tig h tly  p a c k e d  fo rm a tio n  c a lle d  a  p h a la n x

d . T h e  stric t e q u a lity  o f th e  ra n k s m a d e  p e rso n a l g lo ry  a n d  d istin c tio n s 
o f w e a lth  a n d  b irth  le ss  im p o rta n t

4 . A  G re e k  tyra n n y  is  ru le  b y

a . a  m a n  w h o  se iz e s  c o n tro l o f th e  sta te  b y  c o u p  a n d  g o v e rn s ille g a lly

b . a  le g itim a te  k in g  w h o  h a s b e c o m e  a b u siv e

c . th e  n o b le s  in  o p p o sitio n  to  th e  p e o p le

d . a  fo re ig n e r w h o  ta k e s a  c ity  fo r h is  o w n

5 . A  sta tu e  o f a  y o u n g  m a n , o fte n  u se d  a s  g ra v e  m o n u m e n ts  o r o ffe rin g s, is  

k n o w n  a s

a . a n  a go ra

b . a  gym n a sio n

c . a  k o u ro s  (fe m a le  v e rsio n : k o rē )

d . a  sym p o sio n

EC. Why did the Greeks colonize during this period?
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Questions about whatever
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• Polis

• Hoplite armies

• Knowledge through creative expression

• Lyric poetry

• Colonization

• Panhellenism

Characteristics of the Archaic Period
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The Polis

8

Social strata
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Hoplite army
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The phalanx
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Social groups

Aristoi Mesoi Paupers

Hoplites
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Other groups
• Women

• Metics

• Servile classes (usually ethnically different)
§ Helots (Sparta)
§ Slaves
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Greek colonization

14

Colonization
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Hellas and the colonies

Doric temples at Poseidonia 

5th century and 6th century
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Primary Source Reading

The Founding of 
Cyrene

Herodotus

17

Everyday religion
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The kouros
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The korē
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Sparta

23

Achaea

Korinthia

Argolis

Arkadia

Elis

Messenia
Lakonia

Attika
AthensKorinth

ArgosOlympia

Sparta
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Sparta as a “warrior society”
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Lycurgos

29

Spartan social hierarchy
• homoioi “men of equal status,” peers 

  Spartan citizen/warrior elite

• periokoi “dwellers nearby” 
  Laconians who were free, but disenfranchised

• helots heilotes, “prisoners of war” 
  State-owned serfs
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Homoioi

31
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Primary Source Reading

The Spartan 
Way of Living

Herodotos
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Helot
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Agogē
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Primary Source Reading

The Spartan Polity

Xenophon
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Spartan women
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Primary Source Reading

Sayings of 
Spartan Women

Plutarch

38

Marriage
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The Spartan constitution
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Primary Source Reading

On the Spartan 
Constitution

Aristotle
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The Spartan state
• Kings

§ Agiad and Eurypontid

• Gerousia

• Ephors

• Assembly

42
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Primary Source Reading

The Great Rhetra
of Sparta

Plutarch

Διὸς Συλλανίου καὶ Ἀθανᾶς Συλλανίας ἱερὸν ἱδρυσάμενον, φυλὰς

φυλάξαντα καὶ ὠβὰς ὠβάξαντα, τριάκοντα  γερουσίαν σὺν ἀρχαγέταις

καταστήσαντα , ὥρας ἐξ ὥρας ἀπελλάζειν μεταξὺ Βαβύκας τε καὶ

Κνακιῶνος, οὕτως εἰσφέρειν τε καὶ ἀφίστασθαι δάμῳ δὲ τὰν κυρίαν ἦμεν

καὶ ράτος.

αἰ δὲ σκολιὰν ὁ δᾶμος ἕλοιτο, τοὺς πρεσβυγενέας καὶ ἀρχαγέτας
ἀποστατῆρας ἦμεν.

Having founded a temple of Zeus Syllanios and Athene Syllania, having tribed 

[or preserved] the tribes and obed the obes, having established thirty as a 

council of elders together with {the leaders/kings}, from time to time {to 

celebrate Apollo/hold assemblies} between Babyca and Cnacion, thus to bring 

in and to set aside. Ultimate authority and power is to be the people’s.

If the people speaks crookedly, the elders and {leaders/kings} be setters aside.
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Spartan gods

44

The “Spartan Mirage”
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